
Your child care at 

This child care receives Federal cash assistance to serve healthy meals to your children. 
Good nutrition today means a stronger tomorrow!

Meals served here must meet nutrition requirements established by USDA’s 
Child and Adult Care Food Program.

Call USDA at 
1-866-873-2263

Food and Nutrition Division at 
1-800-TELL-TDA

(835-5832)

Questions?  Concerns?

OR

Building for the 
Future

Fraud Hotline: 1-866-5-FRAUD-4 or 1-866-537-2834 | P.O. Box 12847 | Austin, TX 78711
Toll Free: (877) TEX-MEAL | For the hearing impaired: (800) 735-2989 (TTY)

Food and Nutrition Division 
Child and Adult Care Food Program

This product was funded by USDA.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Updated 11/17/2021
www.SquareMeals.org

Building for the 

Contact Information:
Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Other Necessary Information:

https://www.facebook.com/TexasDepartmentofAgriculture/
https://www.instagram.com/texasagriculture/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/TexasDeptofAg?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8e-ZfjMoig2DWArJq1wRpQ
https://squaremeals.org/
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cr/fns-nondiscrimination-statement


Este cuidado infantile recibe asistencia federal en efectivo para server comidas 
saludables a sus hijos. Una Buena nutricion hoy en dia significa una manana mas fuerte.

Las comidas servidas aqui cumplen con los requisites de nutricion establecidos por el 
Programa de Alimientos para el Cuidado de Ninos y Adultos (Child and Adult Care Food

Program) de USDA.

Llame gratuitamente a USDA al
1-866-873-2263

División de Alimentos y Nutrición al
1-800-TELL-TDA

(835-5832)

Centro de cuidado de niños de su hijo al

¿Preguntas? ¿Preocupaciones?

OR

Construyendo Para
El Futuro

Línea directa de fraude: 1-866-5-FRAUD-4 o 1-866-537-2834 | P.O. Box 12847 | Austin, TX 78711
Llamada gratuita: (877) TEX-MEAL | Para personas con problemas de audición: (800) 735-2989 (TTY)

Este producto fue financiado por el USDA.
Esta institución proporciona igualdad de oportunidades.

Food and Nutrition Division 
Nutrition Assistance Programs
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New Requirements Regarding Gang-Free Zones
For Child Care Centers

Child Care Licensing/jr
DFPS Form 2846

8/31/2009

As a result of House Bill 2086 that passed during the 81st Legislature, Regular Session,
Chapter 42 of the Human Resource Code includes section 42.064, effective September 1,
2009. This new statute requires that information about gang-free zones be distributed to
parents and guardians of children in care at licensed child care centers. The following is a
tip sheet to assist in complying with the new law. This information may be posted at your
child care operation or copies may be provided to parents.

What is a gang-free zone?
A gang-free zone is a designated area around a specific location where prohibited gang
related activity is subject to increased penalty under Texas law. The specific locations
include day care centers. The gang-fee zone is within 1000 feet of your child care center.
For more information about what constitutes a gang-free zone, please consult sections
71.028 and 71.029 of the Texas Penal Code.

How do parents know where the gang-free zone ends?
The area that falls within a gang-free zone can vary depending on the type of location. The
local municipal or county engineer may produce and update maps for the purposes of
prosecution. Parents may contact their local municipality or court house for information
about obtaining a copy of a map if they choose to do so.

What is the purpose of gang-free zones?
Similar to the motivation behind establishing drug-free zones, the purpose of gang-free
zones is to deter certain types of criminal activity in areas where children gather by
enforcing tougher penalties.

What does this mean for my day care center?
A child care center must inform parents or guardians of children attending the center about
the new gang-free zone designation. This means parents or guardians need to be informed
that certain gang-related criminal activity or engaging in organized criminal activity within
1000 feet of your center is a violation of this law and is therefore subject to increased
penalty under state law.

When do I have to comply with the new requirements?
The law is already in effect, so providers should begin sharing information regarding gang-
free zones immediately. Licensing staff will offer technical assistance to facilitate
compliance until rules are proposed and adopted, which is estimated to occur in March
2010. In the meantime, providers should update their operational policies and procedures
to include providing the information mandated by this law to the parents or guardians of the
children in care.

For further information please contact your licensing representative or your local licensing
office.



KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 
Report Abuse and Neglect 

Texas law requires a person having reasonable cause to 
believe that a child's physical or mental health or welfare 
has been adversely affected by abuse or neglect by any 
person to immediately make a report to the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services or law 
enforcement. 
Call 800-252-5400 to make confidential reports. 
Failure to report suspected abuse or neglect is a crime. 
Employers are prohibited from retaliating against 
caregivers who make reports in good faith. 

Protect Children 
• Never shake a baby.
• Shaken baby syndrome is the result of violently

shaking a young child. Injuries can include brain
swelling and damage, subdural hemorrhaging,
reduced cognitive function and death.

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 
• SIDS is the unexplained death of a sleeping baby.
• Always place infants to sleep on their backs in a

bare crib or play yard with a firm surface.
• Do not place soft bedding, including blankets and

stuffed toys, inside the crib of an infant under 12
months.

Keep Children Healthy 
• Wash your hands and children’s hands often.
• Immunize children.
• Keep ill children at home.
• Learn pediatric CPR and first aid.
• Make sure children drink plenty of water.
• Discuss special needs with caregivers.
• Learn more about childhood diabetes, which impairs

a body’s ability to regulate blood sugar levels, and
other medical conditions, from your child’s health- 
care provider.

Water Safety 
• Always maintain active supervision and stay within

reach of children in the water.
• Secure water areas with fences, alarms or other

means to ensure children don’t access the areas 
unsupervised.

• Have an emergency plan and ensure caregivers are
trained in pediatric CPR.

• Don’t assume children will use good judgment
around the water and make safe choices.

• Require each child who is unable to swim, or at risk
of injury or death when swimming, to wear a 
properly fitted and fastened U.S. Coast Guard 
approved life jacket before entering and while in a 
swimming pool. 

Transportation Safety 
• Use car seats and booster seats according to Texas

law. All children under 8-years-old who are 4’9” or
shorter must be in an appropriate child safety seat
system installed according to manufacturer’s
instructions.

• Before closing car doors, make sure that arms,
fingers, legs and toes are all inside to avoid
accidental injury.

• Children should not be left in a car unattended for
any period. Have a system in place to ensure all
children have safely exited the car.

• Keep car doors locked and the keys out of children’s
reach.

• Educate adults and children about car and
transportation safety, especially about getting in and
out of a vehicle, loading and unloading curbside.

• Maintain active supervision when children are 
around cars.

• More information can be found at:
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/media-and- 
communications-office/child-passenger-safety- 
information

Unsafe Children's Products 
Visit the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission website at cpsc.gov to see recalls of unsafe children’s products. 

Sign up for email updates at cpsc.gov/newsroom/subscribe. 

Texas Health and Human Services Commission 
Child Care Regulation Department 

* Texas Family Code, Title 5. The Parent-Child Relationship and the Suit Affecting the Parent-Child Relationship, Subtitle E. Protection of 
the Child, Chapter 261. Investigation of Report of Child Abuse or Neglect, Subchapter B. Report of Abuse or Neglect; Immunities 
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ATTENTION PARENTS 
You are entitled to see the following information. 

You may ask the director to show you the most recent copy of: 

• The minimum standards for this licensed center
(also available at https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/protective-services-providers/child-care- 
regulation/minimum-standards or access the QR code below)

• Parent’s Rights
• The investigation or inspection report from Texas Department of Family and Protective Services or

Health and Human Services (also available at www.txchildcaresearch.org or access the QR code
below)

• Documentation of liability insurance that complies with Human Resources Code,
Section 42.049

• The fire marshal inspection report

• The health department sanitation inspection report

• The gas pipe inspection report

• The licensed center operational policies
Minimum Standards Search Child Care 

Texas Health and Human Services Commission 
Child Care Regulation Department 
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A LA ATENCIÓN  
DE LOS PADRES

Usted tiene derecho a la siguiente información. 
Puede solicitarle al director del centro la copia más  

reciente de los siguientes documentos:

• Las normas mínimas exigidas que debe cumplir este centro autorizado  

(esta información también está disponible en hhs.texas.gov o en su  

oficina local de Regulación del Cuidado Infantil)

• El informe de inspección e investigación más reciente del Departamento de 

Regulación del Cuidado Infantil en Texas (esta información también está disponible 

en hhs.texas.govs o en su oficina local de Regulación del Cuidado Infantil)

• La documentación del seguro de responsabilidad civil, que debe ajustarse  

a lo estipulado en la sección 42.049 del Código de Recursos Humanos

• El informe de inspección más reciente del jefe de bomberos

• El informe de inspección de sanidad más reciente del departamento de salud

• El informe más reciente de inspección de las tuberías de gas

• Las políticas de operación del centro autorizado

Revised June 2020  Parent Notification Poster for Center-Based Care

Departamento de Regulación del Cuidado Infantil de  
la Comisión de Salud y Servicios Humanos de Texas
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